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verse 1

A gift with strings attached, 

is not a gift, as a matter of fact.

Gifts are free, free, free! 

To be received thankfully!

God’s gift is free, free, free! 

But it cost Him everything!

bridge

What I deserve, is the wage of my sin.

What I can earn, only more guilt within.

The best I can do, is these filthy rags,

No gift for me, only burdensome bags.

chorus

But mercy upon mercy, and grace after grace,

Your free gift to me, is a switch of my place,

Not what I deserve, You have given to me,

What I couldn’t pay, You’ve given for free!

verse 2

A gift with ribbon bowed, 

is not a gift to be left unknown.

Gifts are free, free, free! 

To be opened immediately!

God’s gift is free, free, free! 

But it cost Him everything!

bridge

What I deserve, is the wage of my sin.

What I can earn, only more guilt within.

The best I can do, is these filthy rags,

No gift for me, only burdensome bags.

chorus

But mercy upon mercy, and grace after grace,

Your free gift to me, is a switch of my place,

Not what I deserve, You have given to me,

What I couldn’t pay, You’ve given for free!

verse 3

A gift that costs you money,

is not a gift, but a purchase you see.

Gifts are free, free, free!

for anyone and all to receive,

God’s gift is free, free, free!

But it cost Him everything!

bridge

What I deserve, is the wage of my sin.

What I can earn, only more guilt within.

The best I can do, is these filthy rags,

No gift for me, only burdensome bags.

chorus

But mercy upon mercy, and grace after grace,

Your free gift to me, is a switch of my place,

Not what I deserve, You have given to me,

What I couldn’t pay, You’ve given for free!

What I couldn’t pay, You’ve given for free!
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